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ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

STATE  OF  MONTANA 


Joseph  P.  Mazurek  nJBJkL^jH^Ma  Department  of  Justice 

Attorney  General  ~jg  j^^SSs?5^?)  215  North  Sanders 

PO  Box  201401 
Helena,  MT     59620-1401 


Fellow  Montanans: 

In  1992,  the  number  of  traffic  fatalities  in  Montana  was  at  its  second-lowest  point  in 
recent  history.    That's  great  news.    Unfortunately,  a  total  of  191  people  still  died  in 
traffic-related  accidents  last  year.    For  the  friends  and  family  of  those  individuals,  the 
statistics  became  very  personal,  bringing  grief  and  loss. 

As  we  work  through  another  year,  I  ask  every  Montanan  who  uses  our  highways  and 
streets  to  take  care  -  of  yourselves,  your  friends  and  family  members,  and  the 
thousands  of  others  who  share  our  roads.    Please  obey  our  traffic  regulations,  buckle 
your  seat  belt,  and  work  with  our  fine  Highway  Patrol  Officers  in  their  efforts  to 
make  Montana's  highways  safe  for  everyone. 

Thanks  for  your  cooperation  in  what  is,  ultimately,  a  matter  of  life  or  death. 

Sincerely, 


P.  Mazun 
Attorney  General' 


TELEPHONE:  (406)  444-2026     FAX:  (406)  444-3549 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

MONTANA  HIGHWAY  PATROL  DIVISION 


Joseph  P.  Mazurek 
Attorney  General 


303  North  Roberts 
Helena,  MT  59620 


Honorable  Joseph  P.  Mazurek 
Attorney  General 
Justice  Building 
215  North  Sanders 
Helena.  MT   59620 


Dear  Sir: 


It  is  with  extreme  pleasure  that  I  commit  for  study  to 
you  and  the  citizens  of  Montana  the  1992  report  of 
accident  analysis. 

The  men  and  women  of  the  Montana  Highway  Patrol  are 
proud  and  grateful  to  have  Montana's  traffic  death  toll 
fall  below  200  once  again. 

The  constantly  increasing  use  of  seat  belts  by  the 
motoring  public  has  proven  to  be  an  inexpensive  and 
effective  life  saving  measure.  Montana  can  take  pride 
in  attaining  the  national  goal  of  seventy  percent  seat 
belt  usage  by  1992.  Montanans  are  intelligent  and 
compassionate  in  their  concern  for  the  welfare  of 
humanity  by  the  unselfish  acts  they  performed  to 
curtail  injury  and  death. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  the  officers  of  the  Montana  Highway 
Patrol  for  their  diligence  and  devotion  to  duty  in 
promoting  traffic  safety  throughout  the  state.  We  are 
appreciative^of  your  support  and  the  support  of  all  our 
citizens . 


Sincere 


:l  robejkt 
Chief 
Montana  Highway  Patrol 


Telephone  (406)  444-3780    Fax  (406)  444^169 


Annual  Traffic  Rates 


*  190  Fatalities 

*  8,999  Injuries 

*  17,310  Accidents  Reported 

*  $249  Million  economic  loss 


*  One  fatality  every  46  Hours 

*  One  injury  every  58  Minutes 

*  One  Accident  every  30  Minutes 

*  $682,191.00  Loss  every  day 


*  47  Accidents  (average)  per  day. 

*  25  Persons  injured  (average)  per  day. 


O 


Deaths  down  5.0  % 
Injuries  up  6.4  % 
Reported  Accidents  up  1.5 


When  Accident  Occurred 


More  Accidents  Occurred: 

Between  3  and  4  p.m.  than  any  other  hour  of 
the  day. 

On  Friday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  December  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 

More  Fatal  Accidents  Occurred: 

Between  2  a.m.  and  3  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  and  5 
p.m.  than  any  other  time-of-day. 

On  Saturday  than  any  other  day  of  the  week. 

In  August  than  any  other  month  of  the  year. 


YEARLY  ANALYSIS  OF  ACCIDENTS 
1  JANUARY  1992  -  31  DECEMBER  1992 


REPORTABLE  ACCIDENTS  ($400  DAMAGE/DEATH  OR  INJURY) 
HIGHWAY  TYPE: 


Interstate  Highway 
U.  S.  Highway 
State  Highway 
County  Roads 
Local  Streets 

TOTAL 


1,639 
4,028 
5,374 
2,520 
3,749 

17,310 


DRIVERS  INVOLVED: 


Male 

16,757 

Female 

10,382 

Not  stated 

26 

TOTAL 

27,165 

Deaths  Resulting: 

190 

Injuries  (not-fatal) : 

8,999 

ACCIDENTS  INVESTIGATED  BY: 

Highway  Patrol 
Other  Agencies 


8,097 
9,213 


SUMMARY: 


TOTAL 
ACCIDENTS 

FATAL 
ACCIDENTS 

DEATHS 

NON-FATAL 
INJURIES 

ESTIMATED 
ECONOMIC  LOSS 

17,310 

170 

190 

8,999 

248,710,000 

ACCIDENT  RATES  PER  ONE  HUNDRED  MILLION  MILES 
1  JANUARY  1992  -  31  DECEMBER  1992 


YEAR       FATALITY  RATE 

1981  4.83 

1982  3.81 

1983  4.05 

1984  3.23 

1985  2.95 

1986  2.88 

1987  2.89 

1988  2.44 

1989  2.19 

1990  2.45 

1991  2.41 

1992  2.12 


INJURY  RATE 

149.4 
139.7 
131.0 
127.1 
114.9 
109.6 
104.2 
101.4 
104.8 
95.3 
101.7 
100.2 


Fatality  Rate/Trend 

Per  100  Million  Ulles 


ACCIDENT  RATE 
304.3 
290.7 
264.1 
254.9 
236.9 
233.1 
188.2 
197.9 
213.4 
190.0 
205.1 
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TOTAL  TRAFFIC  DEATHS  -  1992 


190 


% INCREASE  OR  DECREASE  FROM  PREVIOUS  YEAR 
CITY  STREETS  +50.0% 

COUNTY  ROADS  +44.0% 

U.S.  &  STATE  HIGHWAYS  -17.3% 

INTERSTATE  Same 


ALL  FATALITIES 


COUNTY  ROADS 


36 


PEDESTRIANS     ALL  OTHERS 
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FATALITIES  BY  MONTH 
MONTANA  1992 


MON 


1987 


1988 


1989 


1990 


1991 


1992 


TOTAL 


Jan. 

21 

7 

10 

7 

3 

7 

116 

Feb. 

12 

11 

6 

13 

12 

8 

112 

Mar. 

9 

13 

17 

17 

16 

10 

158 

Apr. 

28 

19 

8 

15 

15 

13 

151 

May 

14 

17 

11 

14 

11 

20 

164 

Jun. 

21 

23 

14 

25 

22 

20 

234 

Jul. 

18 

20 

31 

26 

27 

21 

271 

Aug. 

29 

22 

22 

26 

34 

27 

304 

Sep. 

19 

14 

23 

26 

18 

16 

203 

Oct. 

23 

11 

14 

16 

21 

21 

181 

NOV. 

15 

13 

14 

15 

6 

14 

147 

Dec. 

25 

28 

11 

12 

15 

13 

143 

TOTAL 

234 

198 

181 

212 

200 

190 

2184 

Highest  month  over  6  year  period  -  August 
Lowest  month  over  6  year  period  -  February 
Total  persons  killed  over  6  year  period  -  2,184 
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Fatalities  and  Drinking 


Drivers* 

Passengers 

Pedestrians 

Bicycl 

ists 

Total 

Month 

Killed   HBD 

Killed   HBD 

Killed   HBD 

Killed 

HBD 

Killed 

HBD 

Jan. 

7       4 

0       0 

0       0 

0 

0 

7 

4 

Feb. 

4       2 

3       2 

1       1 

0 

0 

8 

5 

Mar. 

5       5 

2       1 

2       0 

1 

0 

10 

6 

Apr. 

7       2 

6       3 

0       0 

0 

0 

13 

5 

May 

12       6 

5       3 

3       2 

0 

0 

20 

11 

June 

10       3 

9       1 

1       1 

0 

0 

20 

5 

July 

15       8 

4       3 

1       1 

1 

0 

21 

12 

Aug. 

18       7 

7       1 

1       1 

1 

0 

27 

9 

Sep. 

8       6 

7       6 

0       0 

1 

0 

16 

12 

Oct. 

13       4 

5       4 

2       2 

1 

0 

21 

10 

Nov. 

8       4 

5       2 

1       0 

0 

0 

14 

6 

Dec. 

7       5 

4       2 

2       1 

0 

0 

13 

8 

Total 

114      56 

57      28 

14       9 

5 

0 

190 

93 

13 


50  %  of  drivers  killed  had  been  drinking 
49  %  of  passengers  killed  had  been  drinking 
64  %  of  pedestrians  killed  had  been  drinking 
49  %  of  all  persons  killed  had  been  drinking 


HBD  -  had  been  drinking  (from  BAC  test  or  if  no  BAC  test  from  police  report) 
*  Includes  motorcyclists 
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FATALITY     CALENDAR 

19  9  2 

MONTANA 


JANUARY 

s 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

1 

ft 

* 

* 

* 

* 

ft 

* 

ft 

1 

1 

* 

* 

ft 

ft 

ft 

* 

* 

* 

ft 

* 

a 

2 

* 

ft 

* 

1 

ft 

* 

1 

* 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


FEBRUARY 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

S 

* 

* 

ft 

2 

ft 

* 

ft 

* 

* 

* 

1 

ft 

* 

* 

* 

* 

ft 

1 

2 

ft 

A 

* 

ft 

ft 

.    1 

1 

ft 

* 

ft 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


MARCH 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

s 

* 

* 

* 

* 

A 

A 

* 

* 

2 

* 

A 

1 

A 

* 

2 

1 

- 

A 

* 

1 

ft 

ft 

* 

A 

A 

1 

1 

* 

ft 

* 

1 

15 


Total  for  Month : 
Total  for  Year: 


10 
25 


APRIL 

S 

M 

T 

W 

T 

F 

s 

1 

1 

1 

* 

A 

* 

A 

A 

A 

A 

1 

* 

A 

1 

3 

* 

1 

A 

* 

A 

1 

* 

1 

A 

1 

1 

A 

A 

* 

A 

Total  for  Month : 
Total  for  Year: 


13 


MAY 

S 

M 

T 

w 

T 

F 

s 

1 

1 

1 

2 

A 

1 

A 

A 

A 

* 

1 

1 

A 

A 

1 

1 

A 

1 

A 

A 

A 

1 

A 

"i  /" 

1 

1 

2 

A 

* 

1 

Total  for  Month: 
Total  for  Year: 


20 
58 


JUNE 

S 

M 
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Total  for  Month:    14 
Total  for  Year:    191 
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MONTANA 
1992  HOLIDAY  PERIODS 


Holiday 
Memorial  Day 
3  DEATHS 


Number 
of  Hours 

78 


Patrol 

Fatal 

Persons 

District 

Accidents 

Killed 

(I 

1 

1 

(II 

1 

1 

(III 

0 

0 

(IV 

0 

0 

(V 

1 

1 

Independence  Day 
1  DEATH 


78 


(I 

0 

(II 
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(IV 
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(V 
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0 
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0 
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(I 
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(V 
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1 

0 

1 

0 
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0 
0 
0 

1 
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ANALYSIS  OF  LARGE  TRUCK/TRACTOR  TRAILER 
FATAL  ACCIDENTS  IN  MONTANA  IN  1992 


Fatal  accidents  involving  large  trucks  resulted  in  a  total  of 
twenty-nine  fatalities  during  1992.  Seven  of  the  fatalities  were 
truck  drivers,  nine  were  drivers  of  passenger  cars,  ten  were 
passengers  and  three  were  pedestrians. 

Twenty-two  trucks  and  seventeen  passenger  cars  were  involved  in  the 
twenty-two  fatal  truck  accidents.  Of  the  thirty-nine  vehicles 
involved,  one  was  towing  a  camping  trailer,  eight  involved  tractors 
and  semi  cargo  trailers,  one  involved  a  tractor  and  a  full  cargo 
trailer,  one  involved  a  pole  trailer  and  seven  involved  two-trailer 
units. 

Of  the  twenty-two  fatal  truck  accidents,  two  were  non-collision 
accidents,  three  involved  striking  a  pedestrian,  twelve  involved  a 
motor  vehicle  in  transport  and  five  involved  collisions  with  fixed 
objects. 

Nine  of  the  fatal  truck  accidents  occurred  on  interstate  highways, 
nine  on  U.S.  highways,  two  on  state  highways  and  two  on  county 
roads . 

Thirteen  of  the  fatal  accidents  occurred  during  daylight  hours,  one 
during  dawn  or  dusk  and  eight  during  darkness  with  no  artificial 
lighting  present. 

*  988  accidents  involving  solos  and  combination  units. 

*  These  accidents  involved  1,554  drivers  of  motor  vehicles. 

*  22  of  these  accidents  involved  fatal  injuries. 

*  29  persons  were  killed. 

*  439  persons  were  injured. 
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TYPE  OF  ACCIDENT 
(FIRST  HARMFUL  EVENT) 
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